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Anne Elliot and Captain Wentworth exemplify the country gentry in Regency England in Jane
Austen's endearing tale.Anne Elliot is a young woman of perfect breeding and unwavering
integrity. Seven years after she is persuaded to reject Captain Wentworth's offer of marriage, her
feelings for him are still strong. By the time she realizes this, Wentworth seems to only have eyes
for the attractive, though flighty, Louisa Musgrove.Set against the world of the country gentry in
Regency England, Persuasion critically portrays the many aspects of proper society—its failings
and humor—as well as presenting a tender story of determination and enduring love.This novel
is part of Brilliance Audio's extensive Classic Collection, bringing you timeless masterpieces that
you and your family are sure to love.

"A wide-ranging, nuanced view of difficult but important issues that require serious consideration
at every level, from policymakers, opinion shapers, and educators down to everyday citizens."—
Kirkus Reviews"Concise, relevant, and engaging."—E. Gomezdelcampo, Choice"For those
concerned about water and energy—which should be everybody—Michael Webber has
produced a jewel of a book."—Martin J. Pasqualetti, School of Geographical Sciences and
Urban Planning and the Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability, Arizona State
University"A highly accessible and engaging overview of one of humanity’s most pressing
problems and opportunities. How we manage energy and water will shape the twenty-first
century, and with guides like Dr. Webber we can use policy, technology, and economics to craft
cleaner, more efficient solutions."—Philip Mezey, President and CEO, Itron, Inc."Webber makes
a compelling case for pursuing both technological and nontechnical solutions for managing the
water-energy nexus. He observes that ‘in the end, the most important innovation we need is a
new way of thinking about energy and water so that we make better decisions about these
precious resources’ and lays out the case for why and how to do that. This is an important and
deeply readable book."—Susan Tierney, Analysis Group"Few, if any, issues are more important
to humanity’s well-being over the next half century than the transition to cleaner energy and
access to abundant, safe, and clean water. Michael Webber’s well-researched and detailed, yet
highly readable, new book takes the reader on a journey of the water-energy nexus and lays out
concrete and actionable technical and policy solutions. This book provides a valuable road map
for how to protect our most critical resources for future generations."—Jason Bordoff, Columbia
University Center on Global Energy Policy"The premise is compelling and timely. The strength of
the book is its clear explanation of ways in which water is used in the production of energy and
how the existing system is likely to come under considerable strain in the future."—David
Sedlak, author of Water 4.0About the AuthorAt the University of Texas at Austin, Michael E.
Webber is deputy director of the Energy Institute, codirector of the Clean Energy Incubator, and



Josey Centennial Professor in Energy Resources in the department of mechanical engineering.
He lives in Austin, TX.
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Tom Dolan, “OVERJOYED!. EUREKA! I have found it. I have found the key word.The key word is
ENJOY!I ENJOY being alive. I ENJOY breathing the air. I ENJOY being able to sleep, to dream,
to think, to write. I ENJOY reading books. And I especially ENJOY writing personally-revealing
reviews of personally-revealing books that ignite the imagination and send the mind flying!OK.
OK. Enough about me. What about you?Why might you want to read Jane Austen's
"Persuasion"?Why, to ENJOY the book of course!OK. Very good. But why stop there? Why stop
at the ENJOYMENT of reading the book? Why not let your mind go beyond the ENJOYMENT of
reading the book? Why not keep going until you arrive at the ECSTASY of seeing, hearing,
experiencing something imaginary, something ideal, something unreal, as if it were really
happening right here, right now, in real life?Sounds great! But how?By bringing the book to life in
your mind.Yes. Yes. Yes. But how? How??By seeing the 2007 movie “Persuasion,” starring Sally
Hawkins and Rupert Penry-Jones, BEFORE reading the book. That's how.I did see/hear the
movie BEFORE I read the book. And I'm glad I did.As I read the book, the movie kept coming
back to life in my mind.In addition, the book revealed -- in depth and in detail -- all of those
seemingly minor thoughts, feelings, and incidents that did not make their way into the movie.By
means of the written word, a book can open a character's heart and mind to the reader. By
means of voice-over, a movie can do the same kind of thing. But not to the EXTENT that a book
can.Be that as it may, whatever the movie may lack in such EXTENT is made up for, many times
over, by the movie's astounding EFFECT.Indeed, insofar as EFFECT goes, there is something in
the movie that surpasses anything and everything in the book; in any other book I have ever
read; and in any other movie I have ever seen.That extraordinary "something" that I am raving
about is the kiss scene. Not just the kiss, mind you. The scene!(Not to mention the love letter --
and the race against time -- leading up to the kiss scene.)In that kiss scene, a moment of time
becomes an eternity of bliss. The infinity of space shrinks to nothing. Nothing except! Nothing
except a small warm pocket of space wherein there is room enough for only two human beings,
two people, a man and a woman, this man and this woman. Each is the whole world of the
other.What will become a kiss evolves and revolves between the two of them, binary stars,
paired, gradually encircling one another, beyond the reach of all the universe that is not their
own. It is just the two of them. Nothing more. Nothing less.Try as I may, I cannot tell you in words.
The book cannot tell you in words. You have to see the movie to believe it. Seeing it, hearing it,
you will believe it, even though it is nothing but make-believe."Nothing but make-believe"???
What a thing to say!!!As if make-believe were of little or no value. A next to nothing sort of thing.
A waste of time! of money!! of life itself!!!OK. OK. I stand corrected. How dare I down-talk make-
believe!Let me slow down here, stop, and ask myself a couple of questions:1. What would
thinking be like without the make-believe of imagination?2. What would life be like without the
make-believe of dreaming?Those two questions have these two answers:1. We cannot think
without imagining.2. Nor can we live without dreaming.So, no more down-talking make-believe.



Not by me anyway.OK. Agreed.Now that's settled, I can turn my back on things that do not
interest me, and return to what does -- i.e., "Persuasion" : book and movie.Much as I much
prefer books to movies, the "Persuasion" movie of 2007 is exceptional. So exceptional that, if I
had to choose one over the other, either the book or the movie, I would choose the movie.By the
grace of good fortune, however, I don't have to choose between the two. For, I have both: the
movie and the book.Each is excellent. Both are superb. And the two together are scintillatingly
synergistic.When push comes to shove, however, my mind must admit, and my heart must
confess, that, to my way of thinking and feeling, the movie is even better than the book, simply
because of the kiss scene.That kiss scene is so good, so well done, so realistic, so believable,
that I believe it to be real, even though it is make-believe.Is believing in make-believe such a bad
thing? I think not.Speaking of thinking, consider this:Once you have seen/heard the love letter,
the race against time, the kiss scene, and the other scenes in the movie, you can replay them in
your mind by conducting "search and enjoy" missions: just pick up the book; flip to the juiciest
pages; and read to your heart's content.What could be easier? What could be more enjoyable??
Certainly not the realities of everyday life. Ugh! Why get into that when you can get into this: a
good book.”

loves lit, “The last of Austin’s books is not her best.. Even the least of Jane Austin’s works is
worth reading; but, that said, I am going to admit that I didn’t like Persuasion nearly as much as I
enjoyed the other four books that she finished. Persuasion was written near the end of Austin’s
too-short life, and my gut feeling is that if she had not been in a hurry to finish it, knowing her
days were going to be short, and if she had felt better when she was writing it, she would have
edited it herself up to the standard set by her other works. As it is, I find the main action almost
unbelievable. A very young woman falls in love with a dashing but poor man (so far, so good),
but she is persuaded by a friend of the family, a trusted older woman, not to marry him because
his prospects are not as good as her own. A decade passes, her bloom fades, and she never
marries, always remembering him. Meanwhile, he makes his name and fortune in the navy, then
revisits, briefly, the area where as a youth he fell in love with the heroine. This is not at all bad for
a plot, and romance is certainly part of Austin’s “three inches of ivory” that she knew so well; but
Persuasion’s heroine is so obedient and painfully virtuous, and so reluctant to express herself in
any way that could offend even a mouse, that. . . she’s boring. There’s very little of the
independent spirit that informs most of Jane’s heroines and delights the reader. Also damning is
the way Jane’s heroine learns about the wickedness of a competing suitor set to inherit her
family’s wealth. This suitor, his belated attentions (for which there is no reasonable motive, as he
knows he’s going to inherit anyway), and the way his weaknesses come to light, are all created
in a way that seems hasty and contrived. If Jane Austin had lived longer in good health, I am
almost certain that Persuasion would be a better book. As it is, the action is not quite believable
and the characters lack Austin’s customary elan. Sorry, Jane. I still love you.”



billie, “sublime. This has to be one of the best novels ever written. I don't read often books more
than once but I have read this several times over the years. It has the most heart-wrenching love
letter I have ever read near the end of the book. I know that Jane Austen is not everyone's cup of
tea and I have never met a man who has read her books, but I really think they are brilliant. The
stories are really good, the characters beautifully described and Austen's ability to convey the
attitudes and lifestyle of the middle class of that time is extraordinary. She describes perfectly
the slow pace of their lives and how they manage to fill their days with small details and petty
problems and Austen builds these small matters up into the high drama that they would have
seemed to people at that time.”

HollyLouiseReads, “Jane Austen know how to write men. Jane Austen will forever be the OG
man writing woman. The slow burn of this was just perfection, and it was refreshing to read a
romance novel where I didn’t know who the main character would end up with.The writing made
me absolutely detest characters in a way, so immediately, that I haven’t felt in a long time. And
the similarities between the ‘games’ played in ‘courting’ within modern day dating and back in
the 1800’s was quite funny to see.Where can I get myself a Captain Wentworth?”

Mr. John Evans, “A more radical Austen and one of her best. This novel takes Austen's usual
themes in the direction of a rather different hero - one who is not to be confined by the usual
cultural normalities of the period. The writing is meticulous and the plot complex, but fast
moving and always intriguing. The author clearly wanted to show what happens when a women
of more modern thinking is disenchanted with her father's approach to life and decides not to
follow the family when they move from a stately home to Bath in order to save money. There are
the usual romantic interludes, some drama at Lyme Regis and memorable characters. The
background to the Napoleonic wars is ever present and proves military influences to the story.
Not the most famous Austen, but one of the best.”

The book by Michael E. Webber has a rating of 5 out of 4.4. 6,867 people have provided
feedback.
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